Continuing Education

Effective May 5, 2003 the Professional Engineers and Professional land Surveyors Licensing Act (The Act) was amended to include Section 55-22-304. Continuing Professional Education.  The development of The Act required the addition of Rule R156-22 Professional Engineers and Professional land Surveyors Licensing Act Rules (The Rule) to the Utah Administrative Code, issued on April 3, 2003 (follows).

Simply quantifying the above: the changes to The Act and The Rule requires that effective 5/3/2003 all licensed Professional Engineers and Professional Land Surveyors during each two year period, commencing on January 1 of each even numbered year, shall be required to complete not less than 24 hours of qualified professional education directly related to the licensee's professional practice.

Currently a large number of the Licensed Engineers & Land Surveyors that are licensed in the state of Utah also have licenses in several states that currently require continuing education.  For these individuals the continuing education requirements will not be alarming or difficult to meet.

While a large number of Licensed Engineers & Land Surveyors are only licensed in Utah, or states that do not require continuing education, the 24 hours every 2 years may appear to be a large amount of class time.  However, upon examining how to meet the continuing education requirements – it appears that it will not be difficult for the majority to fulfill.  Several examples are as follows:

The requirement:
24 hours of continuing educations required every 2 years.

The credit:
6 hours maximum for full time practicing engineers



6 hours maximum for ACTIVE participation in professional societies



4 hours maximum preparation of technical papers/books



12 hours maximum for College/University teaching



UNLIMITED HOURS for attending seminars & presentations

Example 1:



Full time practicing engineers:

6 hours maximum



ACTIVE(1) Society member:


6 hours maximum



Prepare Technical papers:


4 hours maximum



Attend one all day seminar(2):


8 hours









24 hours

(1) Active members include Members of the Board, Technical Committees, ect. of professional societies please review other articals in the Journal you are currently reading then: 

GET INVOLVED – JOIN A COMMITTEE AND PARTICIPATE!!



(2) Unlimited credit hours for attending technical seminars are allowed

Example 2:



University Teacher:



12 hours maximum



Attend two all day seminar(2):


16 hours



Attend 8 Society membership meetings(2):
  8 hours









36 hours

When a licensee obtains more than the required 24 hours of credit the licensee may carry forward a maximum of 12 hours of qualified continuing professional education into the next two-year period.

In addition, the licensee is responsible to maintain all continuing education credits in an orderly fashion.  Please note that records shall be kept for four years following the completion of the licensing period.  At this point in time, the licensee will not be required to submit continuing education certificates when renewing one’s license.  When one is renewing there license there will be a box to mark on the renewal application indicating if the licensee has completed the required continuing education.  DOPL will then randomly select an undetermined number of individuals to submit proof of their continuing education.

If extenuating circumstances occur that kept the licensee from meeting the required credit hours, ie. major medical emergency, the licensee may request a one year extension to meet the requirements (this variance is subject to review by DOPL).

As displayed above the 24 hour requirement is rather simple to attain every two-years for actively practicing professional.  Or for a retired engineer who wishes to maintain their license, one three-day seminar every 2 years will meet the requirements too.  

DOPL may be contacted for any questions or clarifications that you may have.
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58-22-304.
Continuing professional education.
(1)
Each individual licensed a professional land surveyor shall be required to complete a program of qualifying continuing professional education in accordance with standards defined by rule.

(2) Each individual licensed as a professional engineer or professional structural engineer may be required to complete a program of qualifying continuing professional education in accordance with standard defined by rule.
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58-1-202(1)(a)
R156-22-501.  Continuing Education for Professional Engineers, Professional Structural Engineers and Professional Land Surveyors.

In accordance with Subsection 58-22-303(2) and Section 58-22-304, the qualifying continuing professional education standards for professional engineers, professional structural engineers and professional land surveyors are established as follows:


(1)  During each two year period commencing on January 1 of each even numbered year, a licensed professional engineer, professional structural engineer and professional land surveyor shall be required to complete not less than 24 hours of qualified professional education directly related to the licensee's professional practice.


(2)  The required number of hours of professional education for an individual who first becomes licensed during the two year period shall be decreased in a pro-rata amount equal to any part of that two year period preceding the date on which that individual first became licensed.


(3)  Qualified continuing professional education under this section shall:


(a)  have an identifiable clear statement of purpose and defined objective for the educational program directly related to the practice of a professional engineer, professional structural engineer, or professional land surveyor;


(b)  be relevant to the licensee's professional practice;


(c)  be presented in a competent, well organized and sequential manner consistent with the stated purpose and objective of the program;


(d)  be prepared and presented by individuals who are qualified by education, training and experience; and


(e)  have associated with it a competent method of registration of individuals who actually completed the professional education program and records of that registration and completion are available for review.


(4)  Credit for qualified continuing professional education shall be recognized in accordance with the following:


(a)  unlimited hours shall be recognized for professional education completed in blocks of time of not less than one hour in formally established classroom courses, seminars, or conferences;


(b)  a maximum of 12 hours per two year period may be recognized for teaching in a college or university or for teaching qualified continuing professional education courses in the field of professional engineering, professional structural engineering or professional land surveying;


(c)  a maximum of four hours per two year period may be recognized for preparation of papers, articles, or books directly related to the practice of professional engineering, professional structural engineering or professional land surveying and submitted for publication;


(d)  a maximum of six hours per two year period may be recognized for active professional practice of professional engineering, professional structural engineering and professional land surveying; and


(e)  a maximum of six hours per two year period may be recognized for active membership in any state, national or international organization for the development and improvement of the profession of professional engineering, professional structural engineering and professional land surveying.


(5)  A licensee shall be responsible for maintaining records of completed qualified continuing professional education for a period of four years after close of the two year period to which the records pertain.  It is the responsibility of the licensee to maintain information with respect to qualified continuing professional education to demonstrate it meets the requirements under this section.


(6)  If a licensee exceeds the 24 hours of qualified continuing professional education during the two year period, the licensee may carry forward a maximum of 12 hours of qualified continuing professional education into the next two year period.


(7)  A licensee who documents they are engaged in full time activities or is subjected to circumstances which prevent that licensee from meeting the continuing professional education requirements established under this section may be excused from the requirement for a period of up to three years.  However, it is the responsibility of the licensee to document the reasons and justify why the requirement could not be met.

